


What counts?  

Matthew 5:1-16



Title (if desired)

Now when Jesus saw the crowds, 
he went up on a mountainside and 
sat down. His disciples came to 
him, 2 and he began to teach them.



Title (if desired)

He said:
3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit,

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
4 Blessed are those who mourn,

for they will be comforted.



Title (if desired)

5 Blessed are the meek,
for they will inherit the earth.

6 Blessed are those who hunger and 
thirst for righteousness,

for they will be filled.



Title (if desired)

7 Blessed are the merciful,
for they will be shown mercy.

8 Blessed are the pure in heart,
for they will see God.



Title (if desired)

9 Blessed are the peacemakers,
for they will be called children of God.

10 Blessed are those who are persecuted 
because of righteousness,

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.



Title (if desired)

11 “Blessed are you when people insult 
you, persecute you and falsely say all 
kinds of evil against you because of 
me. 12 Rejoice and be glad, because 
great is your reward in heaven, for in 
the same way they persecuted the 
prophets who were before you.



Title (if desired)

13 “You are the salt of the earth. But if 
the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be 
made salty again? It is no longer good 
for anything, except to be thrown out 
and trampled underfoot.



Title (if desired)

14 “You are the light of the world. A 
town built on a hill cannot be 
hidden.15 Neither do people light a lamp 
and put it under a bowl. Instead they 
put it on its stand, and it gives light to 
everyone in the house.



Title (if desired)

16 In the same way, let your light shine 
before others, that they may see your 
good deeds and glorify your Father in 
heaven.



What counts?  

Matthew 5:1-16



Now when Jesus saw the crowds, 
he went up on a mountainside and 
sat down. His disciples came to 
him, 2 and he began to teach them.
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Matthew . . .   So far
Birth

Wise men & Egypt
30!  Baptism

Temptation
Start of ministry



What does the Lord Jesus value?
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A new set of values . . .



What does the Lord Jesus value?
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I. Their content:
What God approves  (3-12)



Their content:  What God approves
3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit,

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
4 Blessed are those who mourn,

for they will be comforted.
5 Blessed are the meek,

for they will inherit the earth.
6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 
righteousness,

for they will be filled.



Blessed?
approved

makarioi



Their content:  What God approves

A humble dependence on God (3-6)
Poor in spirit See my sin



Their content:  What God approves

A humble dependence on God (3-6)
Poor in spirit
Mourn mourn over my sin



Their content:  What God approves

A humble dependence on God (3-6)
Poor in spirit
Mourn
Meek a true estimate of myself



Their content:  What God approves

A humble dependence on God (3-6)
Poor in spirit
Mourn
Meek
Hunger & thirst for righteousness

empty . . . need to be filled



Their content:  What God approves

A humble dependence on God (3-6)
A holy involvement in people’s lives (7-12)



Their content:  What God approves
7 Blessed are the merciful,

for they will be shown mercy.
8 Blessed are the pure in heart,

for they will see God.
9 Blessed are the peacemakers,

for they will be called children of God.
10 Blessed are those who are persecuted because 

of righteousness,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.



Their content:  What God approves

11 “Blessed are you when people insult 
you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of 
evil against you because of me. 12 Rejoice and be 
glad, because great is your reward in heaven, 
for in the same way they persecuted the 
prophets who were before you.



Their content:  What God approves

A holy involvement in people’s lives (7-12)
Merciful

sense my inadequacies . . . 
more merciful



Their content:  What God approves

A holy involvement in people’s lives (7-12)
Merciful
Pure in heart sincere

see God



Their content:  What God approves

A holy involvement in people’s lives (7-12)
Merciful
Pure in heart
Peacemakers make peace



Their content:  What God approves

A holy involvement in people’s lives (7-12)
Merciful
Pure in heart
Peacemakers
Persecuted  response to rejection



What does the Lord Jesus value?
A new set of values . . .

I. Their content:
What God approves  (3-12)

II. Their impact:
Our witness   (13-16)



Their impact:  Our witness
13 “You are the salt of the earth. But if the 
salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made 
salty again? It is no longer good for 
anything, except to be thrown out and 
trampled underfoot.



Their content:  What God approves

Salt:  Preserving & flavoring (13)

https://newsnetwork.mayoclinic.org/discussion/

https://newsnetwork.mayoclinic.org/discussion/


Their impact:  Our witness
14 “You are the light of the world. A town built on 
a hill cannot be hidden.15 Neither do people light 
a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put 
it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in 
the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine 
before others, that they may see your good 
deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.



Their content:  What God approves

Salt:  Preserving & flavoring (13)
Light:  Dispelling darkness (14-16)

http://www.redeemerofisrael.org/2014/07/a
ncient-jewish-wedding.html

http://www.redeemerofisrael.org/2014/07/ancient-jewish-wedding.html


What does the Lord Jesus value?
A new set of values . . .

I. Their content:
What God approves  (3-12)

II. Their impact:
Our witness   (13-16)
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