











What We've Already Been Up To This Summer..

June 6-10 =8 |

real life student ministry. summer 2011

South Dakota Adventure Trip June 19-26
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Reflections From Worship

S CENDED
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By Steve Jaeger

June 2 was the day known as Ascension, the 40th day after Easter
when we remember Jesus’ ascension from a hill outside Jerusalem to
the Father’s side in heaven’s throne room (Luke 24:51; Acts 1:8-11).
It's a day that goes largely unnoticed in the evangelical church, but
its significance can’t be overstated. Without this event, our salvation
actually wouldn’t be complete! The ascension is of one piece with the
crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus.

One reason this can be obscured is that, while the New Testament
speaks ubiquitously of Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection, it assumes
the ascension much of the time. It's impossible to miss that “he was
delivered over to death for our sins and was raised to life for our
justification” (Rom. 4:25), but the fact that Jesus had to leave this
earth for that picture to be complete often has to be read between
the lines. Our understanding of the gospel can follow suit, jumping
from the significance of the crucifixion and resurrection right to our
response of faith. But if we purport to follow Christ as King and call
others to do the same, we can’t ignore the very event that elevated
Jesus to his throne.

The 1 Samuel series we're in the midst of is a perfect opportunity to
refresh our understanding of Ascension and to reinvigorate our living
out of the gospel. When we consider what it means to be people
“after God’s own heart,” to follow God as our King, we're pointed
ahead to Jesus: he is the Man after God’s own heart; he is the King
whom God’s people have needed all along. And it’s his position on
heaven’s throne that confirms this and makes it real for us.

Though usually implied, ascension theology figures prominently in a
few places. In every case, we discover that the ascension has great
significance to how we live our lives. First of all, Heb. 8-10 paints an
exalted picture of Jesus as our high priest. Remember Saul and his
unlawful sacrifice in 1Samuel 132 The reason he was chastised by
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Samuel and rejected by the Lord, on top of his lack of
faith, was that he overstepped the bounds of the king’s
office. It was the role of the priest, not the king, to of-
fer sacrifices. But Hebrews tells us (8:1-2; 9:11-12, 24;
10:11-13) that Jesus, God’s ultimate King, is also God’s
ultimate Priest. He's not only our leader, but our media-
tor to the Lord, our representative before his throne. It’s
precisely because Jesus ascended to heaven
that we always have an intercessor who
always has God’s ear! As a result,
we’re able to live with assurance
that God knows our needs and
that the perfect pray-er is
asking God to meet them.
The whole book of Ephe-
sians is drenched in refer-
ences to Jesus’ ascension.
Paul says that God’s awe-
some power was on display
“when he raised [Jesus] from
the dead and seated him at
his right hand in the heavenly
places, far above all rule and
authority, power and dominion...
And God placed all things under his
feet...” (Eph. 1:20-22). There is no power in

all of creation that is not subject to Jesus, and his ascen-
sion was God’s visible, historical stamp of approval on
that fact.
of fear.

This means that we can live absolutely free
Man’s greatest enemy, death itself, has been
defeated, and the spiritual beings bent on it have been
utterly humiliated. Since nothing isn’t subject to the King
who loves us, there is nothing that we need to fear!

Paul also explains that Jesus not only represents us before
God as our High Priest, but that God “raised us up with
him and seated us with him in the heavenly places” (Eph.
2:6). While
his ascension was physical, ours is relational—but no less

Because Jesus has ascended, so have we!

real. We experience the actual life of heaven here and
now, and we share in a measure of Jesus’ authority over
the powers he conquered at the cross. Practically, this
means that we’re not only forgiven for our sin, but we
have power to say no to sin and authority over the hordes
of Satan who seek to promote it. Jesus’' ascension gives

us a life of power!

“Because Jesus
has ascended, so have wel
While his was physical, ours is rela-
tional - but no less real. We experience
the actual life of heaven here and now,
and share in a measure of Jesus’
authority over the powers he
conquered at the cross.”

This leads directly to another reality of the ascension.
From his heavenly throne, Christ is declaring his victory
over those powers through us. God’s purpose has always
been “that through the church the manifold wisdom of God
might now be made known to the rulers and authorities
in the heavenly places” (Eph. 3:10). We are God’s mes-
sage to rebellious spiritual powers that he has triumphed
over them. Jesus ascended in order to preach
us as his flesh and blood sermon across
the whole earth. This means that our
lives are more significant than we
might think as we roll out of bed
in the morning, or drive our
cars, or engage in any of the
minutiae of life. Everything
in our lives is a point in Je-
sus’ greatest sermon.
It wasn’t until Jesus depart-
ed this earth that the Holy
Spirit would indwell all be-
lievers and empower us to be
those living sermons. “It is for
your good,” Jesus tells us, “that |
am going away. Unless | go away,
the Counselor will not come to you; but if
I go, | will send him to you” (John 16:7). Pen-
tecost is more widely understood and celebrated among
Christians today, but it wouldn’t be here without Ascension.
Because Jesus is on the throne, we reap the benefit of a
Spirit-filled life. It's in the Spirit that we find ourselves
seated at God’s right hand with Jesus. It’s in the Spirit
that we're able to say no to sin and exercise authority
over evil powers. It’s in the Spirit that we’re able to live a
life that preaches Christ’s victory.
Not only is the ascension an indispensable part of the
gospel, but it sheds important light on 1 Samuel and our
worship this summer. There are two “ascensions” to a
throne in this book (first Saul, then David), and we remem-
ber that the true King has sat down on his throne as well.
There are battles fought to win those thrones, and we
remember the cosmic battle Jesus fought to win his. There
is a heart—God’s own—that’s needed to rule from that
throne. And we are moved to praise when we remember
that Jesus, our ascended King, is that Man after God’s
own heart.
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